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INTRODUCTION

The outbreak of Russia’s war in Ukraine one year ago has resulted, among other humanitarian problems
in the entire region, in an influx of Ukrainian and Russian population to Georgia. While for Ukrainian refugees
Georgia often was not the first destination, the country became a place of refuge for those Russian citizens
who feel endangered in Russia due to Georgia’s easy accessibility for the Russian population. Georgia with
its own population of less than 3,8 min people became a temporary home for more than 300,000 Russian
citizens and is the most popular destination for Russia’s political migration at the moment. This fact has
created quite a new situation in Georgia, the country which is in the state of territorial conflict with Russia.

Georgian society has manifested quite a lot of support to Ukraine and Ukrainian refugees while many are
cautious in regards to the newcomers from Russia. Nevertheless, the Russian community has created quite
an intensive public life and, in a way, a cultural enclave in Thilisi and in Batumi —the two main centers where
both Russian and Ukrainian newcomers settle. In contrast to the Russian newcomers, Ukrainian refugees are
less visible in Georgia’s public space, apart from the protests and charitable marches which were organized
in Batumi.

The articles that follow are the result of the research project funded by the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation
and implemented by the Forum for Intercultural Dialogue in Georgia in fall-winter 2022. The main goals of
the project were to bring Georgia’s public and scholarly attention to the issue of the new population coming
to Georgia as a result of the war and their needs, as well as to attempt to build the dialogues between three
sides of this problem — Ukrainian refugees, Georgians and Russian newcomers — with the help of roundtable
discussions following the in-depth anthropological research. The project team has conducted anthropolog-
ical research with in-depth interviewing in two localities — Thilisi and Batumi — where the enclaves of the
new population are the largest. More than 40 interviews were collected as the result of the field research.
The interviews mostly focused on the problems and social needs of the newcomers, as well as their views,
the attitudes towards each other and towards the locals. They were also asked whether they form ties and
whether they plan to stay in Georgia or intend to go back and under which circumstances. The following
three articles represent three different views and analysis of the collected data, from the individual perspec-

tive of each particular researcher.

Yulia Oreshina
Project Supervisor
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émbgool dngé 9300bmdozmé qodhmbgddy d99dbogn badmasmmgdtng s3bl gopagatdgemm dgaelgdsm gobobomagl oo o3-
0mdls, b3 bo300bo 3033mgdbb0s, o Jomgeb bogobdmggmml dbgambo d9bga0dgdol Jomgdss Bgdmos. brlgomaosb 8-
dmbmo dodommadggdl smdobge o domn dgbadmgdemmdgdol 3ot 33930 bodogama badnbm s smzamgdgmos, Gowogeb,
bmgmbiy 94b3gbhhgde 230mdgb, Ladobmggmmda, bazmmaton dmbsbmgmdal dobmdngn goobgdals gmbdg, sogo oo bbgo
domaa(hgdbmmmanné bgggbmgddo alogddgonl dopammo dmmbmgbas; slig bmd, smsbmdam 33smoagoierbo Gbo oologds-
70 bodgomop Hogbdadgomps domaghgdbmmmganée waliogdqonl bggbmb.
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0dmgdo boghmbg ogmb® o7 gogomgomobhobgdm, Gmd Gmbgme dbmgmomdn 3momgE00b dowomo Emboo godmabhyge,
Abgde dmmbmgbs 3070300, dogomomaw Gmbo sbagmBsedmbnmagdol ¢gmga®ed-sbhbgodg bdobop psobdal 30mbgs, ,bop
390dmgdo 30gom dobmzals dmhdmds, bap Jgodmgds 30gom d0babmdal gamgds bagebmggmmdo® (gombgo gmdbhm-
b0dg) @ 0.8. gob o vdabs, babgmdhogmd ymggmmgal mbps somml 3abnbobdzgémmds dmdsmeadqgdds; 0d deogdnmmassdo,
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13000bol domaghobmlbgdal dbdowabs, dogamomor, 1360060l 3bgdapgbiol mgabol bgemddmgabgmol ymaamo dbhg-
30l dbbrogab.
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bogoboggmmdy 3gaogmagbes obg 3h30390 0dodmd Hobl, dmd babgmdhogem hggmmaEagdl ob 330300l @ dogésgaal ho-
dmygomdgdmmo dobmgol dmmoghogs ob goohbos. dogm dog dgdmbggzgodo bobgamdhogm obz 30 gbhgge s 39k bgwegh
boggbobgls, bogméz gb &rlgdobs s m3ée0bgmgdal dogé 3g9dbagm dozbmzgmdnénm boghigde dgodmgde 0domgdmoal.
30mha0 gmdbmbadg: ,736006gmgd0 o G7bgd0 7339 FE®dh bagbmm 308bglgdl.  Fgbededobap, o domo @adatnlido-
b330l babolbo Eadomos, m1d3e bogdy dobz bbge 930bmdozmé Lagbmbgqdl gbgde, b 3330060 Jobmggmo d7dsbgmals
Gmbo, dgemmélo o 13600bgma 3ndebgmoan hobogmgdel 1305d06bwgds, o hggbo 33mm939000 EoablTdEs 30093

33bodWJoMdJo()

bmem 6080gb03g 33060 Hob baggdggmo Bogge®s Fog0 Bmgob fyomdaqds 300gmols® 3bmgdhl, Gmdgmog dmmosbs
bogoboggmmb 3bmgdho s apges bogobmggmml 3gbadmgdammost 19dbab, agml gbgébgaals 360dgbgmmgebo godgotn

4 2960 3306¢om0obo, abgbdmgobo bodebmggmml 35mog mdalzgb dmmhmwgdl, denhygdmmds, 27 sdébagma, 2022

https://ajaratv.ge/article/95629
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RUSSIAN UKRAINIAN WAR, CHALLENGES,
AND POSSIBILITIES FOR GEORGIA

(Extensive Summary)

GIORGI ZAZUNISHVILI

PHD researcher, Georgian American University

Keywords: Russia-Ukraine war, Russian, Ukrainian and Belarusian newcomers, Georgia,
risks and challenges.

At the beginning of the article, Russian Ukrainian war is discussed as the main geopolitical event — on
February 24, 2022, the Russian Federation announced the launch of a special operation and invaded Ukraine,
which was preceded by a video address by Russian President Vladimir Putin, where he explained the vari-
ous reasons for launching the special operation. Diplomatic relations between the two countries had been
particularly tense for several months, since the prospect of Ukraine joining NATO was perceived as a special
threat to the Kremlin. The political leaders of Russia said that Ukraine’s accession to NATO had already been
decided in the West, and they also talked about the goals of the denazification of Ukraine and liberation of
the Russian nation from oppression. This tragic beginning of February 2022 turned out to be the main reason
for the migration of millions of Ukrainians and hundreds of thousands of Russian and Belarusian citizens.

The present article contains the information about the research team’s trips and interviews, where the
author of the article tries to explain the team’s qualitative research results. During the research process, we
focused on the needs and problems of Ukrainian and Russian newcomers. During the interviews, they were
telling their stories about their arrival, about the purpose of arrival, what they were planning to do, what
and from where they received income, etc. All accumulated information was filtered and analyzed by the
research team. The author conducted a series of expert interviews which were helpful in creating a database
for the article. The article is focused on two main topics, the challenges and possibilities of Georgia, and the
Newcomer’s influence on social, economic, and political life.

The article offers possible expert views on how to solve problems. Also in Georgia, there was hysteria
about Russian economic influence on Georgia after newcomers’ arrival, as prices increased and salaries
remained the same. Finally, based on official statistics, the author concluded that these hysterias were over-
rated, and this crisis will change as soon as Russian-Ukrainian war is finished because all newcomers are
planning to return to their homes.

In the case of Ukrainians, they are waiting for Ukraine’s victory in this war, and the majority of Russians
are saying that they are also waiting for the end of the war but they are not sure if they will return under the
same government of Russia.

RISKS

As conflictologist, Giorgi Gobronidze points out, the risks are of a wide range, “massively arriving mi-
grants also bring the habits of their social life to the host country, which can be a danger.” If we take into
account that Russia is characterized by a high level of corruption, there is an inclination toward corruption,
for example, on the telegram channels of Russian newcomers, Giorgi Gobronidze often asked the question,
“Where can | buy a driver’s license, where can | buy the right to reside in Georgia?” etc. In addition, the
state should always take responsibility for the citizens. However, the citizens of Georgia are fleeing the
country because the state cannot take appropriate responsibility for them. During the research process, we
actively monitored the Georgian media, where very often there was a talk about dangerous challenges for
Georgian statehood, radical private media often demands radical measures, such as the transfer of lethal
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weapons to Ukraine, and there were those who considered the Russian-Ukrainian war as an opportunity to
return Abkhazia and Tskhinvali regions and directly demanded military intervention, as well as requests from
high-ranking officials of Ukraine, for example, the former adviser to the head of the office of the President
of Ukraine, Oleksi Arestovich “Georgia has a historic chance to take back Abkhazia and South Ossetia”. The
government of Georgia does not join Western economic sanctions against Russia, which Georgian politicians
explain by saying that the sanctions do not work and that in case of joining, Georgia will suffer more than the
Russian Federation.

POSSIBILITIES

Just a few weeks ago, the foundation was laid for the Black Sea submarine cable project, which became
the project of Georgia, and the idea is to enable Georgia to be an important conduit of energy in Europe at
a time when Russia is no longer a stable and reliable supplier of energy. Therefore, Georgia will receive the
benefits. After observing the social media, we concluded that the citizens and representatives of the aca-
demic field are paying close attention to the created geopolitical situation, and the number of supporters
of neutrality and pragmatic politics is increasing, which is surprising because Georgian politics was almost
impossible without radicalism and the politics of the walls. Presently, there is a need for balancing and dip-
lomatic maneuvering policy, which should bring more benefits to Georgia. After the migration processes, a
lot of specialists in the field appeared in Georgia, as economist Tato Khundadze notes, “Russia is quite ahead
in high technologies and has many experienced specialists.” After the migration, a lot of qualified people
came to Georgia, which would be good for the economy of Georgia. Tato Khundadze also provides us with
statistics where it is clearly stated which field specialists are coming to Georgia.

AT THE END OF THE ARTICLE

After completing the field research, having listened to dozens of interviews, and finally after conducting
the discussion panels, a tendency was revealed that the risks that are circulated in the Georgian radical me-
dia are overestimated. Economic influences or the problems of socio-cultural relations can be temporary,
but changes in Georgian politics are much deeper and more influential. The final results of the research re-
veal that we are living in a period full of interesting challenges and opportunities.
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MIGRATION AND SPACE:
ANTHROPOLOGICAL
REFLECTION ON GEORGIA’S
CHANGING FACE IN THE
SHADOW OF WAR IN UKRAINE

YULIA ORESHINA

Associate professor, Georgian American University

For a migrant, the notions of space and time change their meanings. It is not the same as before any-
more. The situation of migration creates division of space and time in the migrant’s mind. There is no just
“here and now” anymore. Both space and time become split. There is more than just one time and just one
space. The moment of migration is the point of watershed, and the entire person’s life becomes split to
“before” and “after”. This influences the perception of time and space, and especially acute division appears
in the situation of forced migration. Time “before” acquires mythological features and becomes a nostalgic
and happy past. Similarly, the space of the previous place of living, related to mythological nostalgic past,
becomes the place of happiness and pleasant memories. The perception of the time and space’s proportion
changes too. What happened after the point of the flight is seen as a longer journey, and the new spaces of
migration look larger in the newcomers’ eyes.

The situation of space inversion which is often experienced by migrants is theorized by Cecil Helman
(2007). According to Helman, in such a situation, which is highly probable during the first years of migration,
the proportion of unfamiliar space that surrounds the migrant seems to be much greater than that of famil-
iar one. The familiar space, the geography and landscapes of the home country, is embodied in memories,
photographs and reminisces of “there” and becomes more important than the unfamiliar space of “here”
(Helman 2007:322). The migrant, in a certain way, is rather still “living” within the previous “life space” than
in the present environment (Parkes in Helman 2007:322).

As a result of Russia’s military invasion in Ukraine started on 24 February 2022, millions of people were
forced to leave their homes. Apart from the citizens of Ukraine escaping the war, Russian citizens disagreeing
with the regime found themselves in the situation of forced migration. While the main wave of migration
went towards Europe, Georgia — a country situated not so far from the conflict zone — became a temporary
home for thousands of people coming from Russia and Ukraine. The majority of newcomers chose the capi-
tal, Thilisi, and the coastal city, Batumi, for their temporary residence.

Who are these people? Why did they choose Georgia for their flight destination? How did they come
here? What are their plans and feelings, problems and everyday life here? Do Ukrainian and Russian new-
comers have any touch with each other? Do they plan to stay in Georgia? These and other questions were at
the core of our research which we conducted among Russian and Ukrainian newcomers in Thilisi and Batumi.

During field research we conducted a series of semi-structured in-depth interviews with Ukrainian and
Russian newcomers in Georgia. Some of the questions varied based on the possibilities of interviewee’s time
and space of the interview. Similarly, the duration of interviews depended on interviewees’ desire.
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“I DIDN’T EXPECT TO SEE WHAT | SAW”

From the first days of war and the influx of Ukrainian people to Georgia, Georgian political parties cre-
ated camps to aid Ukrainian people. They have been providing Ukrainians not only with material help but
also psychological and educational services. As Zimlar Beridze (head of the Ukrainian Aid Center) said, “they
all are now one family, | am always happy when Ukrainian kids are waving or calling me from different sides
of the street”. This kind of family atmosphere creates quality attachments between Georgian and Ukrainian
people. Also they are trying to gather all possible help to the front.

Locally based Ukrainians and Russian newcomers are also involved in initiatives aimed to help Ukrainian
newcomers in Georgia. It is worth mentioning that the majority of Ukrainian newcomers came to Georgia
through Russia, and these are mostly the people from occupied territories.

“I stayed in my home and tried to work online as long as it was possible, but when Ukrainian sim-cards
stopped working and | already had no internet, | realized | had no other choice but to go, and | traveled through
Russia to Georgia”, — says 25-year-old N. She is waiting for the possibility to go back as soon as the war is over.
“It is not easy to find information here”, — she adds. “I have to inquire through acquaintances or groups of
Ukrainian speakers whenever | need to deal with documents, to apply for something or to register”.

Smaller number of Ukrainian newcomers came from European countries by plane. Some of them chose
Georgia because they had visited the country before, because they had relatives, connections or friends
here. Some just believed that it could be a nice option. “I fled to Poland at first and | did research to under-
stand where | should go so that | would get a job, | would get good conditions of life and | consciously chose
Georgia and Batumi”, says 31-year-old K.

“This is my very first time here, and | did not expect to see what | saw. The city looked completely differ-
ent in pictures. When | arrived here and realized that the reality is different, | lied down and cried for several
days”, she adds.

K. is a professional massage therapist, and she hoped to find a job in one of Batumi’s hotels. However,
she works as a bartender and as a cleaning lady.

The problem of finding a job is mentioned as the main difficulty for the Ukrainian newcomers, as they do
not speak Georgian and often even nor English. Linguistic and cultural assimilation needs a long time and a
lot of work and resources, especially given the fact that Georgia has limited resources of teaching Georgian
to the foreigners.

Our research revealed that Ukrainian newcomers often have economic problems, and they are mostly
asking the government for help, especially to take care of children’s education.

Due to economic problems in Georgia, and the country with high levels of poverty and unemployment
among its own citizens, many Ukrainians are trying to leave Georgia to find better living conditions for them-
selves. Economist Tato Khundadze says: “Georgians themselves are running away from Georgia, so the same
will do Russians and Ukrainians”. Furthermore, he suggested statistics in his presentation that out of 450,000
Russian newcomers to Georgia after 24 February 2022, merely 50,000 remained in the country’.

RE-CREATING THE KNOWN LANDSCAPE

Gupta and Ferguson (1997) observe that the lines between “here™ and “there", the place of current res-
idence and the place of belonging, are often blurred for migrants. For displaced people, remembered places
of their past play a role of symbolic anchors, and “homeland™ remains one of the most influential unifying
categories for them (Gupta and Ferguson 1997). Migrants, according to Gupta and Ferguson (1997), use
memory of a place to construct their current reality and their “lived world” imaginatively.

The situation of migration invokes imagined geography where two worlds, the current one and the past
one, are interconnected (Keith and Pile 1993:18). It is argued (Ganguly 1992, Revill 1993) that narratives of
the pre-migration past and places play crucial roles in the migrants’ identity and help to establish a sense

Tornike Marandia, 2360%0g030(3007 — &b (330m0b d0géobhgdol bozewo bmbgmawsb, Radio Tavisupleba, 11 august 2022
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/31984099.html Gentrification? — what migrant influx from Russia changes
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of community within the group of migrants. For migrants, the present acquires its meaning only when it is
supported by a reference from the pre-migration past (Ganguly 1992).

Papadopoulos (2002:15) underlines that forced migrants share a deep longing for their lost homes’ res-
toration, and describes this longing with the word nostalgia. The absence of home creates a gap which
forced migrants are trying to fill with the help of re-creation of certain features of their home (Papadopoulos
2002:16). According to Papadopoulos (2002:17), home is a key concept for a person’s identity construction,
together with such crucial elements as belonging to an existing country and to a given language group, to a
particular geographical landscape, milieu and being accustomed to certain sounds, smells, tastes and archi-
tectural types. ldentity is becoming deterritorialized in the contemporary world, and forced migrants expe-
rience this deterritorialization of identity the most (Gupta and Ferguson 1997).

Culturally specific activities, places and rituals are the elements of displaced people’s attempts to recon-
struct their home. The re-creation of micro-cultural worlds within the boundaries of a particular space struc-
ture, such as for example restaurants, shops, temples or ethnic enclaves within cities, as well as self-help or
mutual support groups are strategies to maintain migrants’ sense of identity and to reduce their feeling of
cultural loss (Helman 2007). This way, culturally specific activities, places, self-help initiatives and rituals help
forced migrants to re-create their places of belonging in their new country, to create and maintain a network
of contacts and relationships with people of similar language and cultural background, and to keep in touch
with their roots.

It is yet early to draw conclusions regarding the impact of Russian or Ukrainian newcomers to Thilisi’s
or Batumi’s urban landscapes. Nevertheless, the tendency to create self-help initiatives or culturally specific
places is visible from the first days of their coming to the country.

Ukrainian newcomers established a number of self-help initiatives and united around Georgian NGOs
helping them, as well as cultural institutions. This is especially important for those who came to Georgia with
their kids, and performing free time activities with their peers in their mother tongue are of great impor-
tance for them.

Some created small local businesses, beauty salons, cafes, bars and restaurants. Interestingly, local
Georgian restaurants started to try accommodating the needs of newcomers too. On the one hand, one can
see a number of sign boards advertising “Ukrainian food like at home” in Batumi and Thilisi. On the other
hand, many local cafes which initially served European cuisine started to offer some traditional Georgian
meals which are rarely consumed by Georgians in restaurants.

“What is this? Instead of steaks they suddenly started to offer just satsivi and chakhokhbili every day.
Who eats satsivi [traditional Georgian Christmas meal] in summer? They adapted the menu of the cafe for
Russian and Ukrainian newcomers who ask for such food!”, — complains an employee of the Georgian Amer-
ican University about the cafe situated in the business center opposite.

“It's been less than a year since so many Russians started to come to Georgia and Armenia, but you
can already notice Russian businesses here in Caucasus”, says Y., a Russian-born Poland-based researcher
visiting Thilisi. “They just replicate what they are accustomed to from Moscow! You enter a cafe and you
immediately know that it’s a newcomer from Moscow who opened it”.

It is worth noting that the newcomers from Russia created their own layer of Thilisi’s urban life, with a
number of Russian NGOs being moved to Georgia and with discussions on human rights, queer issues, femi-
nist agenda, anti-war movement and so on. Indeed, the process of recreating the known landscape, not only
physical but also intellectual, by migrants is ongoing.

Another change that occurred in public spaces of the biggest Georgian cities is the visibility of the Rus-
sian-speaking population.

“What time is it?”, asks me an elderly person in Batumi boulevard near the Old Port, where | am sitting
with my daughter who is sleeping in her stroller. He speaks Russian with me. After a while he looks closer in
the stroller and asks in Georgian whether I’'m from Thilisi. “There are so many Russian speakers in Batumi
nowadays that | don’t even start conversations in Georgian anymore while I'm in the boulevard”, he con-
tinues. “It’s not good. They are coming here, and Georgians are going abroad because of unemployment”.
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Indeed, Batumi Boulevard is full of Russian speakers — just as Thilisi’s old town and major parks. It is an
unusual occurrence during low tourist season. Batumi is a very good example of migration’s face in Georgia,
as it is not easy to see or hear Georgian conversations in the streets of the city center. The locals usually start
conversations with people whom they do not know in Russian, as they have got accustomed to the fact that
the majority of people around them are Russian or Ukrainian.

MUTUAL CONTACTS

“When | spoke Russian to a friend of mine in the Tbilisi metro, people were making “Z” sign to us, | got
surprised — perhaps they thought, if we speak Russian, we are Russians”, —said N., a young girl from the East
of Ukraine. We met for a cup of tea at the East Point, one of Thilisi’s shopping malls. N. lives nearby. She told
me it is not her first flat in Thilisi and she was supposed to change the place because the previous owner
made the rent price much higher.

“There’s no point in looking for flats for rent on Georgian websites. You see the acceptable price, you
call, you obviously speak Russian and then you get the answer — there’s no such a price for you (and you get
a proposal twice more expensive)”, — she says. “This is perhaps the only thing that disturbs me in Georgia.
Everyone tries to earn on you. | came to Georgia through Russia and on the way from Stepantsminda to
Thilisi we were asked to pay extra for no reason. When we said that we are refugees they answered us, well
we also have a lot of refugees from Abkhazia and South Ossetia here”, — she added.

Russian newcomers encounter similar problems — not all of them can afford paying high prices for
accommodation, even though statistically the majority of the Russian newcomers are employed in the IT
sector.

Russian and Ukrainian newcomers do not usually have conflicts in Georgia. Furthermore, as conflictology
specialist Giorgi Gobronidze says, “it’s very common to have Russian-Ukrainian business”, they collaborate
and try to create small closed societies where just Russians or just Ukrainians are gathering. During our
research trips, we had several cases when a Russian-speaking restaurant business had problems with our
Georgian colleagues, because of language barrier, including the management and the personnel having no
knowledge of Georgian. Such places, often opened by Russian or Ukrainian newcomers, serve mostly the
local communities of Russian speakers, be they Ukrainians, Belarusians or Russians.

“I work as a bartender in a bar where mostly Russian speakers come”, — says a young Ukrainian girl who
found a shelter in Batumi. “I have no other choice but to speak to Russians too. And you know, they are quite
adequate people. They [those who came from Russia after the start of the war] don’t support this war and
their government”.

We sat down with Yevgeniy in one of Batumi’s old cafes. “Oh, nice, they have filtered coffee! | haven’t
been here yet”, says he. Yevgeniy came to Batumi from Russia in the beginning of October, when mobiliza-
tion was announced. His future plans are unclear. “Why Batumi? It’s cheaper here, and | don’t need a visa”,
he says. Yevgeniy considered leaving Russia back in spring in the very beginning of the military conflict, but
the announcement of mobilization became for him the point of no return. He does not yet know what to do
further, but he definitely knows that he cannot go back to Russia until the regime change.

The feeling of belonging to a certain culturally specific place is an important feature of a person’s
self-identity construction (Papadopoulos 2002, Lengen and Kistemann 2012). Similarly, culturally specific
traditions and rituals are crucial factors for constructing and maintaining self-identity, as they create a feel-
ing of stability and rootedness (Papadopoulos 2002, Helman 2007). Just like space design and architecture,
they are often being used for political purposes, and there are some reasons for it. Place has also been rec-
ognized as a crucial factor within the forced migration experience (Kaiser 2008, Sampson and Gifford 2009).

Due to cultural differences and language difficulties, those people often face problems with handling
their health, social, economic and cultural needs in their new places of settlement. It is also clear that forced
migrants often have no chance to prepare, neither psychologically nor practically, for their move, and they
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often lack the opportunity to bring objects of material, spiritual and religious value with them. The situation
of forced migration is often related to a separation not only from the usual network of contacts and friends,
but also from the family. The forced migrants are often unable to continue their habitual way of life and even
to pursue their profession in the new country. All this creates a situation of stress which can have a nega-
tive impact on the mental and physical health of migrants. The forced migration situation implies the loss
of not only material possessions, property and inter-personal relationship networks, but also of the certain
socio-cultural practices and social and physical landscapes they perceived as familiar and intimate, which
constituted their notion of “home” (Kaiser 2008).

It is evident that the cultural needs of forced migrants are linked to their identity preservation and
to maintaining their ties with the home language and culture. The social needs of migrants are the needs
of communication, often in their native language, and of overcoming the social isolation which could be
experienced in a foreign country, especially because forced migration usually happens without necessary
preparations and the migrants often do not know the language of the host country. The economic needs of
migrants are first of all the needs of housing and employment. The health needs of migrants are linked to
their economic, cultural and social needs, since the lack of social life, of contacts with the home culture or
economic problems could trigger mental and physical health problems.

Almost every interviewee who came to Georgia from Ukraine mentioned the problems related to their
social or health needs. The majority of the newcomers are women with kids. They say it is especially import-
ant for them to make sure that their kids or grandchildren have enough possibilities to spend their free time
after school or kindergarten. “l do not want the enemy to steal my grandkids’ childhood”, says one of them.

From most of the interviews conducted by us it became clear that all Ukrainian newcomers are keeping
strong and have huge hopes that Ukraine will win over Russia, so that they plan to go back home. Regarding
the community of newcomers from Russia, these people mostly do not see themselves going back until the
regime changes.
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296 boodgz0e olizgbgonl go3gmgds mdagmabiol ob dommdal médsbnm mebedoghgddg Gmbo ob 736e0bgmo sbagm-
Bodmbmgdols gogmgbals dgbobgd. dombgweger odobs, mz0m@abdadgdal obogoohoggdal ob 3mmmbmbdnmao b3gzog0znéo
o©gomgo0l dg4dbols (h9bgbi00 8gledhbggas doma dggyebseda dmbgmals dabggmogg mggonsb.

13000bgmds vbamhadmbinmgdds Bodmegemodgl sbogbhmo mzompebdahgdol gbmmds o goghmnsbrbgb Jobommo
o&oboSmog&)mbm 00(4)5060%06036()[5 805)838@0, (4)0)8@3606 3580(4)360)@636 doo Qo obgga 3*3@@3&3@ ogb(go@n@abb. gb 606—
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bogmobgdom dbadgbgmmaabos dommgal, 30b(3 40333980000 ghmew hodmgaps bodobmggmmdo s o ybomgdsl ofsg-
396 0030b1300 OML Mebatmmgdmeb ddmdmond gbodyg bamdablbs s obhgbagiosl.

Bgdo 994dbs sgammddago 33069 d0dbgbo, bognadadols bagnmbgda, 30639930, daégdo s Ggbhmbdbgda. banbhgbgbme,
bm3 Jobogmds bhglhmbbgods panfygl sbagnhedmbgmgdol dmmbmgbomgdgdal e zdagmaomgde. gbhoma dbbog, dommdls
©d 30080 3930dm000 0bommo odwgbody babgamadm sdbs (hgdbhom — ,m3¢s0bnma bozgqd0, bmgmbs boznmod bo-
bmdo®. 3gmég dotong, 893630 sEgaEmdcN3de 395393, mIMgda MegEe30bzgmaE Jommm g3éhmdmm badBobgmmmdy
0gm ©bogbhohgdnmo, adads Hdowogammo Jebommmo 396dgdo.

20bob0dbagns, b3 bmlgmasb hadmbigmgdds 899dbgl mdomobols 563obmo 3bmgbgdol bezmmaedo ggbs, bagebmgg-
@m0 godmabagme sboghmds Glmmds sbobsdmaghmdm mbgeboBsnad, bmdgmdng gebobomaggb sadosbals ggmg-
090, dg0ot bozombgdl, g3gdobaltmé mal Habbogl, mdal bahobssmdpggm dmdbomdol s o.8. dobmmas, dogbobhgools
3096 bpgds vbo Jommm godozmén, 5badgo 0bhgmgdhgemndo mobodaghol bgmaebagma dg4dbs.

30093 9600 (33m0mgd0, Mo dogmasb mgambahobms bogodmggmml gEogbo Jomodqdal bogebem boghggdda, obal
Gnbmamgbmgebo dmbobagmsnls bodbegmg. 8dal Jobmggmo dmbabmgmds gobboggmbgdnma gdmEoam swbodbagl. ,bm-
390 bosm0s?“ — dg30mbgds dmbmz0 0m7dal Oz do, dggm dmbhmob, bapsg Bgdl Jogmadzammsb gbhmaw gBngeb,
(4)0)83@[508 3@@80 gdogo. (4)353@0@ 83@030&05360. 3oho bobdo 3@@80 gcg&)m obqpmg)og 083(4)360 Qo do&mgqpo@ 8330—
2bgds mdamolgmo bodm. ,mgl dommddo 0dwgbo blmmgbmgebos, Gmd d7mgoédn gmababsl Jobogmop bemdsbl spat
300990, 3obogérdmals ab. «gls oé ool 306g0. o dmasb, Jobmggmagdn 30 18m936mdal godm budrgobgeégm doasb®.

60070l dmemgan doborgmoz bagbge dmnbnmgbmgabgdom — abggg bmgmy mdamolbol dggmo mobgdo s apo dab-
39%0. 9B mhggmemm dmgangbas (yméabdmmo bgBdmbal domds. demmda bagdebmggmmadn dogéoiaal dognash 3okge dogomomas,
bopgob Jomodal 39bddom b dnhgddo Jobommo Logdéo bdobop ob abdob. spgammdbaggsn hggnmagdbng bylmmep
0hyg9d9b bomdadl 03 0300638000, Hdmgdbog oé 03bmdgh, hopaeb dem abggmoag 7débagmgbmds Grbo vb 736e0bgmos.

Gl o 73600bgm sbombadmbnmgol badobmggmmBn, bmgmb(s hgbo, ghmdebgmdo 3mbgmodhgde b sdgm. 3eb-
Qmoghommgo gombgo gmdbmbodg 838mdl,Hma ,dsmasb babos Grlgm-m3benbmmo 3086gl0%, 0bobo 0obsddébmdmm-
396 o (30gmmd96 d99dbeb doote Eabgdhmo bodmgomgdgda, bowsg dommmu Gmlgdn vb HdbmmE 13600bgmgdn 03-
$039800b. B3gbo 330mg30L obamgddo gdmbos Gadpgbody d9dmbgggs, bmpgbog G1bmmgbmgeb bodgldmdbm 308bgLl
3bmdmqdgd0 d9993bs Joboggm 30mgg98meb, gbmdboga dabogénl godm, dom dméal d9bg2dgbhmeb ws Jobmmemo gbals
063 3mbg 396Lmbommsb. sbgmo spgamagdn, Gmdmagdaig bdabap oblbgds Gl ob 136s0bgma sbamdmbsbemggdol dogd,
93bobbH9d0 dobomaaw G1bnmgbm3eb sEgommdbng 05398, 73¢00bgmgdl, dgmmbmligols o blgdb.

306033900 33mdIdTmeE B3g305303m00 dEgamal 3703600l gobios vdal doébmgbgdals mgnmaEgbhmdal 3eb-
bhddgool 3b0dgbgammgabo dobabosmgdgma (Papadopoulos 2002, Lengen and Kistemann 2012). sbommmgogdoc,
3700767 B3g300303mb0 HédawaEngdo o dodmemgdo geadhysgho goghmdgdos mz0mapgbhmdal gmddobgdabs s
39b0bHhbgdabmgol, hopgeb abioba 4dbask bodagmmdmdabs s gqlggdl 30bizwal (Papadopoulos 2002, Helman 2007).
0bg39, Gmgmb boghEol adsnbo o obdodgdhmne, abobo bdobow gedmaygbgds dmmahnzn®o dadbgdolbmgal oo 8dsb go-
633910 308989380 0g3b. gm0 bgag vwosbgdmas, bmgmbys gorsdfysgho goghmdo adnmgdoma doghasaol gadm-
©omgdodo (Kaiser 2008, Sampson and Gifford 2009).

3 ménmo gobbbgaggdgdobe s gbmddaga bobarmmaggdal gadm o3 vEedasbgol bdodow odgm dbmdmagds 20bdbag-
mmdob, beoogosgmméo, 930b6mdoz6h0 o 3nmbnédnmoe mgembedbobom, bog gedmfgggmos sbagmo bogbmghgdgmo swgo-
moo. 0b939 (3bowos, Gmd adnmgdom dogbebhgdl bdobow ob vggem Foblo dmgdBopmb, ob3 gbodmmmgon®ow ©o oéys
3bod(h03nmo, 00300600 goospgnmgdobmgal s bdobop ob odgm Bgbadmgdmmmds b Haowmb dodgbosmmnéa, b-
™0gb0 07 bgmogon®o 3bodzbgmmdnl dJmbg Lagbgda. odgmgdoma dogéeiaal badgmeies b8obow szegdabgdnmos go-
b3om 3939000900 o Fomgnme Hggmamgddngo 30mbdhaghgdabe s dggmddgonls Jugmapeb, sbedg mobaligoeb. ndymgdomn
d0géabhgo0 bdobro 396 obgbbgdgb megnsbmo 3bmghgdal habol gogédgmgdol s sbagm ggggebada bozgmodo magals 3ém-
gqbommoo bgomodgosbsg 30. ymggmogg gb §abols bhbglmem bogmagasl, Gedss dgadmgds Fobymgomo gegmgbs dmebgpo-
bl dogérobhgdol glbodozmé s goBozn® 206dbmgmmsdy. adnmgdomn doghoEnol gomatgds gmemabbdmdl aée dbmmmp
dodgbroagmnédn bognmbgdol o 3gblmbammbn 5bmgbmmdgdal igmgdol ozatggel, éedgo gobzggnmo bmgoom:-
b- 3770 3haghogobo s bmEnsmmbo s ggadazmdo 33083980l ©o3eég30L, Dmdmagdas dom smadsedwbgb mgmis
boEbmdl o abhdhhl, oz dgowggbos domoa ,bobemal® dmaged 369093b. (3008960 2008).

0030600, Gm3 0d7gmgdomo dogbebhgdal 3mmhbmo bedobmgdgdo s39380kgdmmos dom 0EgbHmsb, Idmdmmané
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9bobo o 3gahbolbmeb 303800980l dgbodhmnbgdsboob. dogbebigdol 3b0dgbgmmgaba bmnsgmmén dmmbmgbagmgdss
303730030300. 0d7amgd0m0 dogbsies hggmmgddog bogde bagobem dmddapgdol gockgdy o dogbobgdds bdobow ob ozosb
dobdobdgmo 43994bab gbs. dogbobhgonl g3mbmdozmdo bagabmgdgdo mdaggmmgl ymgmobs bobmgbgdmabis oo pabagdgdal
5800l dogdom 8gdmogahamads. 893mo hadmmgmomo bogobmgdal séhdmbad 30 Bgadmgds gegmgbe dmsbpobmls glio-
903160 o 0803760 20630 gm®B0l Jogmdahrgmdady.

130000600k bogdobmggmmdo hadmbmds mocmddal yggme dqbdmbogbhds oblgbs beiosmé om 2063bmgmmsals bo-
3069090000 ©8303d06g0mmo 3bmdmmgdgde. sbomhadmlimmmes 7débegmgbmds 40333980 ©o Jomgdo ob0sb. domo mddoom,
doomg0l gobloznmbgdom 360d3bgmmgebos Eabhdnbobgb, md dom B3omgdl ob B30emadzamagol vggm bozdadobo Bgbad-
™g0mmdg00 b3mgmal ob bodegdsm domal 39dwmagg mogolgamemo @dmab gabadebgdma. o6 dobws dihgéds hgdo dgoemadgo-
™g00b 30333m3s Jmndabmb®, — 03dmdl gbho-gbmo domgobo.

B39b dogé Bogodgommo 0bhgéogomgdom 0bzggse, Gmd sbmoobadmbgmo 136e0bgmadel mdghgbmds sl dd3oEgw
©o 9936 ©oEo 0390, bmd M3bs0bs Hlgmmeb gendabgggol s beddmmmBn addTbgdask. o ggbgde blgmaweb
obagmhadmbmes 88&b, abobo dodomoaw 39é bgoaggb mog00bm0 1306 Eaddbgdal 3gbLdgdhngab.
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0 JLA0)-d3no00L (MAOL
003Ldbo LOJoMU)3JTMA()
0MLbJOJO FMOBTONIDJIOB]

80[)(*)653030 808500600 o dobo 83@36360
606 6033030

dogolhéo, mdogmobol bobgemdfooer mboggdbopgho

bodgoBdm bo@ggg@)o: [)ojo(ﬁmggqom, égbgm—gdéOOEOO (030, dm&g;qooj@gdo, (05(73(7(4)(753@0 @(7(4)0@(0(4)0350, 30/)(05(6030
dngdop00.

,®30b balinsmo 730300 (33098000 ggbmdgbas, dolo (330mmgdawa 8mbgde adm 0y Jngm dog goghmbgddy,
dom mbob budddmmm g9mol ggmghogonm dpgdebgmosdy, dgmdébgedy s demo @Hgdbmmmgogdo gebgomobdgdols @m-
699389 (Lonsdale, 2016, 33.22 ). olig sbaboomgdl zoéogm qgmb 3ememggaEe mdal 8mbgdals. dobo bodyggdaweb gedmdwabaéy,
630@360@00 ®dols 6080)68360[) 80%3%360, 60(4)8(0360, @od@oao Qo b@&o@gaoo. 21—3 bogsggggo 8300&0@363@0 S(Y)quqpojd)o
3bmdemgdols dmggoégoal m30ndgl gmddsl fobdmawagbl, omdize 933306 dmizgdnmmdst gl gbwgono.

2022 Hemols 24 09939630l Gbgo-13600b0l 30bggmmadhol ohygonm mebadgpdmag gabmdabs s Bmgosem dbmegmo-
mbogol geblognmbgdnmo gobgdmgdgsn 3gogdbe. mdal dadgdgdow dbobrggoal dogh wabobgamgdramds gobbbgeggdmmds
06313909830 (3bo3gm, Gm3 3memndggaiobgmo bomdzedo 3ot 33gmphomon dobmmgds. ghomo dbababmgol mda gl go-
bmEoo ghmggeho magoeEae, d9mbgbomagal 30 b3gE0ommbo m3gbagas.

dmgamgbome 93330638 gobgomahgdsed domasbap dgigame vbbgdnmmo dmmodozgdo ol Habéoga, Gedsy 7edbego
30dmf3930 H0body esygbs mobadgpbmgg bebgmdhogmgde. mdol Jogdnmmosdo bozdemp bommos Gedgl Hobslbfs-
&39(hy39mgds, ®7930 ghmo gobhgdmgds moogms — 3mbgmoghds 360dzbgmmgebo gammdammbn 330390900 godmahgos.
030l dmdgge bbgapalibgo mbgaboBoingdal ghmggadn gadmmEbangds (,badm“~lb gogodmmgdal 396L3gghoge), dmbhbed-
400 §3994b930L 7390 g0mbo 30 gbmagatn s33063900L hg0380 gowagoms. 9939 Tbws 90ebadbml ol 930bmdozmbo godm-
f393900, mdgmdag Bgigemme ggmdmmaynznén dmddgogdal Habgde. sdmddgome babdzngdal ds39dgd0 Gmnbgmoals dadebo,
®030b dbbog, brlgmds dgohgbo d1bgdéngn bglinédlbgdal gdbdmbiho g3édm3al ggybgddn, Gadas obobo asygbs gbgbagdo-
30 3bhmdmgdol fobady (3edmqds ,BM Georgia”, 2022).

893mombodbmm gammmdamé dmmohosad (33momgog8g gaEmgsom opo B0sbo dospge baBmgapmagdel bmgnsmmé
©o 3dobodpdm 3mbhgdbhdo. 79dbeg 0ad0sbl Gmgmé 13600bawsb, 0bg dmbgmosb, dmhos mzebol Eophmggds ws
bogbmgdabol bbgs 3996900 dogdo, swbodbmemo dogboEommo bogemal dobmgs gabmdmmo babgmdhogmgsol gbo-gbmo
439089 o godmfzggem agise. bogodm gobps dgbadedabo bemEosmybo dmmoadozol 39d7ds3900 ©e o3 sEadoobgdal gmg-
dgbodonamo dobhggmono bagobmgdgdom 13&1bggmymaes.

960-9600 dodobomgds, bmdmolzgbs obobo 30gd1¢bgb Limbgo bodebmggmm gobmoam. dglededabarp, d399bab
Jopa 30006g0s3 360d3bgmmmzbo dgogame. badebmggmmda, dbgagbop g3ébmdnma dg9¢bgdabs, ob obbgdmdos Gondg
300630 gdmmo dmagnze, Gmdgmog dogbsbhgdol bazewdg 0gdbgdmps dmbggdmma. dombgwagaw 0dabs, dobggmawo bogo-
bm9d90900b s 3dogmagamgds bahyol gheddg domagsg dmbgbbps — 73600bgmo mbmmgamgdn gebomagligl babdmdébmgddo,
3904300 0br0gbm0 73600670 bgdhedo, om bzmme.

Gbgo—n30e0bol adadabdabgded bodebmggmmBn obsbiedommybho dpgmdabgmds godmaphgas. bbgepabbgs dmeno-
Ho3né0 abzgdlbol gohgbed, 03 3mbgmoghols dodebor dmbobmagmdals 83éo mbop gogm o 894dbs ™o geblbgsggdmmo
3mbo. badmgapmgdal bohomdo hggbmeb oébbgdmmo 3mbgmodol gebobemgdol damagén doda gohbps, dgmbg bahomo 30
©ob)dnbgommo agm dbgsgbo bogbombols sbobdligdmdsde.

Lodoboggmml dmgemadggdal Bobommmds dmmoagnzné 3bmEgldo bozdeme domamo ogm, dog godmabahgdmos 13-
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bo0bols Fooboaddgbrn 0boghma o300l hofabgdm, 8dsbmobagy 7edéega dmbamoligmdbngo mbgsebodsenal gmddabgdomes
©o dobmdbogo gdmbbhdogngdoom.

&)nbam_ad&oogob (Y)aob boﬁaﬂb 3@)03%8 bOdO&mBa@mb 80@0 300’)06’)860b 36’)@86@%860 bbgoago&m OS(Y), 888@60{)8 ab 606_
68(‘06860 8608868@(‘0860@ 880880@0 8(‘06383@0 b@o@oob 80%0600 EO&BWOBOBMB (4)“3[)80)—’33(4)0060[) S(Y)quqpoj@()b 88@380@

Pobrdmddbogmo dogboormo bozapol gogmagbs bodobmggmml Bops g0mebgdsls o abbgdrm gogobmm 3mbgmadhgdds,
bHmgmbns dmbobmgmdals 3obhymds dagésbgdale s dmgawn dpgmdatgmdal dodabo.

300 LEYBOMMbIJB(

G1bgo-13600b0b 30bgmadhol dgrgaem 360dgbgmmsbo dgoigemo bogobmggmml Bopes gomabgds. dmmohoznéo
2373900b Jolbodbhgdgdo googm, Gads, meg0lb dobng, dmbobmgmdal dmmaodndaignsi godmahgos. 3g0gdbs bagbmbals dg-
36dbgd0, Gob godm(z bagobmggmml bgmabgmgde gabhem ghoboma dmmogozom gedmabhgmws. dgmbgl dbdoag, 30 agm
obogbhmo Jmhmpgdo 3339060 badazgdal gobogghgdmo, bmgmrs dos mbgdg, 0bg bogbmedmbobem dabhbombgdameb.

Jos Embgdg d3390bo@ Bg0Egeme 93mbmdoznén s bmEosmmho gmba, Gy gedmofhizas dogbsbhms opds bogo-
@80. bodo&mgg@mb 8060606 bodagmo bogogobd)(*)mb 800608383600) 2022 6@0[} 80&@80 bojo(\omggqpmb @35)0’)@0’)5)00%3 bobo-
Bp3bm goddggon 31bdhgonm dgdmgos Gmbgmoals 45068 dmdomods, bgdhgdddol 3gbomodo demo Gomgbmds dgowgbws
222274, borene 093993960 — 131546 (bodobmggamml Jobogeb bogdgme bedobobhdm, 2022 Hqgma).

2333000 30000330l @b 3bndzbgmmgbo gondatbps dmmbmgbs Mdbog Jmbgdeds, Godsg Gmgmés 60bgdds, abg
doo 30806dg oblgdmm bbgapalibgs dodol 3bmpndisnsdg gabgoal dogdel dgahym bgmo. gl gmggmoagg 30 9dbdgbhgonls
dbbroab, bmamb(z 93006mdz160 gobgnmatgdobs o Hablgmols deotgbinsmep ggebie.

0@60863@0 b@o@oob 800[)08%0@936@0@ Bo@o@@o 33939, (4)0)8@0[) 80%0603 0gm™ 808(4)06000) 608@6333@0 3(4)(033[5360[5
3o0bo0dgoe, dobo goodlgds Jobmmmo, mabenbnmo o Gbnma 396L3gdhogoweb, odsbmebagg 03 ymggmoggl gbhamogh-
0303060980l Eapggbs bogobmggmmBa sbbgdam 3mbgmodhgdmeb dodobmgdom. Hbos smabadbml, bmd g9bdgbhhgonls
dbbroeb Eapgdomep ggelgdmmo dogloiamo bogomo bmgmdz mdagmabol, abg dsm7dal Joboggmds hgbdmbogbihgods
bbgoggatom 3gog30l9L. domon vdbam:

0069389 booz930 bgde, 3o®zg9cmo@ & godmsgwo momgdol dgmbobangdgemo oy ogosdmds, dodhowob 0omgdals
939¢m0 3060 bagooo... “— (ogomo, 32 famol, dnbozmbo, Jodorggamo).

099698569 09 gb 300d3emgbo, Geogo gogomy 0bs, dgdmbobengdol dgdwagsg 1-2 fgamo eomgdol godagamo ogem 30060~
o, 03G0mo@ob 3009 0lgmo oddogo bpgde... hydb dg8mdmom 9&m0 fys0amo (36036m3l bogotozgdo sgger d0bs, mogoEsb
3005-b g0boo@ooem o dséhoob 33330050596 o 600S 30330b@00... Hodwgbodyl 3009 gowolgmo dmmyfos, Gog dognoob
bodpmbotmo.... “ — (dot0odo, 28 famol, beog. dgoo dgbgggto, Jotoggamo).

16@s omabadoml, bmd Ggldmbogbhome bahomo doohbggl, dmd Bgladmms bbgs Hodal bogdmbols Hobedgs swdmghb-
©g0. 30bgmoaghol bahyol 9heddg bogobmggmml dmbobmgmds sgbglogmen ogm gobhymdomo Gmlo doghabhgdol do-
dobo, vdohmdo sboghmn Bgmadabozgdal godhl dJmboe vgomo. vdg3eéh 3mmlhmdnm Nmebbdmgdgdl mlgedqb badg
3320930b Ggbdmbrgbgdap:

53960006 bolitymdomdo Godpgbody d9dobsgse gagmbos, dmwpabog of G9bhmdsbdo bhnddgdo @odmngdomob o G-
bgdcob 7hbmd000... dbgoglo doamodotsz9d9d0bol bdodow @ondhgdgs000 dutdgmog @o 0gedmgy dobaemo bogdy, God 3o-
d39¢m980 o333039300. obemo bozamgdoes gb, dog®ed gl 538930, Gd oofyem dodob bolpddmb ogge byam deodogmody-
37760 33955000 G0 bg®Hom8mmo Ged o6 dwdbpotogm. “— (Aono, 33 femal, bolipddemb dybgggdo, Jotogz9amo).

»02030@0b dognoob dogodo g0l dgz05900 Godg Gd 06 dgorgss. 98mdo bdodow obdmo 3039800 Hbzd0 odsmmob
[F0350b930206]. g39¢m0 53507 393B0m9d00 AL o J3mbos 83sb gHIbg00b Jodoter HbMderoE obggohY™. oG0S
300 ©md 353600 s 59mM30G039 hadl bodggmddmdog gobmobog 30035035909 hagbboot 08689 o00b olobay. gb bog-
&0 0307000 G0 3503l d3mbos doamnsb 3300m®98L 9HmAbgob. “ — (0t zam0, bmogbao, Jodmggma).

6gb3mbogbhgomob Bops bagdmbggddy bogddabel godmozggms ghmo gobbegnmbgdnmo gqgbmdgbo. Gedpgbadg do-
030635 3003900 8930930 (030l Ead390e,- 60 gemol bagobmggmml®, Baqbis 0303 E0gd0 bmd o 504600, ,0bg 0y
33000 B3qb(3 3390l gb*“. vdals boggmdggmdy Ladodm dogohboge sbadbmo gobhymdgde 3393300 o EoggzgEg0bs 07 Mo
30330 0gmbos dogboEmmds Eods bogowds bagobdmggmmdn sbligdmnm gogobrm 30bamodnhgddy, Gmgméd 1g3éhgdl o3
4m390396 dmbobgmgmds s o dmmmabgsn goshboso.
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30669(Md3do0 M3I30EJdIW BINOMENI3A(N

Gbmem-71360007m0 300bgemaghol 3gggew 360dzbgmmsbap gaagame badmgawmgdbaga 8dda bodobmggmml m3-
30bhgd7m (hgbohmbdngddas. dogbgoagem 0dobs, Gmd sggbadgmabs @ badbébgm mbgmob g godhm bgmoabmamgsgdo doacls
oj@og&o@ 3%3&)36 @Ubgmob 033@3(4)060&5, (4)0)80)(4)3 b@&o@ggogqp 30(4)@600)(4)5, 80066 830608636bo 80)[)05@3(060[5 "338080)—
90mgdo.

7130006580 30d0batg 3mbgmadhds sggbadgamnl dmbobengmdsda 79débege odo @e 73d0ymaamgds Hocddmdge. dmegad
138094009l domo mddo gofiggge 0fgggwe. bmgosmmd Jigmgdde bommaw hobpe gombmgds bogedbe s ©g goghm
bgamabmaemgosl dmébals.

20bobadbagns, Gm3d ghymdms ggthghobome 3gbggobgde, bawa 3obobomogobgb dgbodmm Lagbmbggdl. gébm-gbhoa
3bgm0 agm Ealzbooms 3030, Gmdgmo( ogbodgmal hgbodmdasdg hoghobps s gobobomagdmps mebadgpdmgg sgbedg-
00l g0dmf393900 (AncHbinpecc, 2022). 0bsd90do (36m3omo 8350930300 30Rgbmog hozodbds gbm-gbhma dbgoglh godmb-
3emado gobobomogs 3gmég gémbrol 3oblbol dgbadimgdmmdgol, Goedai bommar habdmohabe bodobmggmeml ddz00madals
dd9bg0mmdaly gobhymdgde (AncHbinpecc, 2022). 01930, Gmgmb(s hobl, 8333060 0bhgmgdhommndo gmade sgbodgmols
dmbobmgmdedg bogmadaw B9dmddgogol, bowgo budmgopmgss mdda gehgggol bodadbmgdal dsob bywegwe.

og3badgomaligob goblbgeggdom, (3babgegmdo dyman sbamgasdbpgde sdhogdow goahgagl, Gm3dgmmaegsb dedpgbady go-
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“The nature of war is a constantly changing phenomenon, its changing nature depends on a number
of factors, including the geographical location of the battlefield, the combatants and their levels of tech-
nological development” — Karl von Clausewitz talks about the nature of war (Lonsdale, 2016, p. 22). There-
fore, it should be stated that the reasons for starting the war are changing, it is being waged with different
approaches, and the strategic and tactical steps are also different. In the 21st century, armed conflict is an
extreme form of problem solving, although we are faced with such a situation even today.

With the beginning of the Russia-Ukraine conflict on February 24, 2022, special circumstances were
created for modern Europe and for the world in general. The different arguments given by the parties as the
reasons for the war made it clear that Clausewitz’s statement is justified to some extent. For one side, the
war was a kind of self-defense, and for the other, it was a special operation.

This development of events has completely changed the current political agenda, which has made mod-
ern states face many challenges. In the context of war, it is quite difficult to predict anything, but one thing
is certain: the conflict has caused significant global changes. This was followed by a kind of revival of various
organizations (“NATO” expansion perspective), and most of the post-Soviet countries went into a kind of
observation mode. It is also necessary to mention the economic challenges that have changed the rules of
geopolitical action. Sanction packages were launched against Russia, and in turn, Russia stopped the export
of natural resources to European countries, which put them in front of an energy problem (BM Georgia pub-
lication, 2022).

However, the above-mentioned global political changes have caused far greater damage to society in
the social and humanitarian context. Many people, both from Ukraine and Russia, had to leave their families
and to look for a place to live elsewhere. The management of the migration flow has become one of the
biggest challenges of the European states. It was necessary to develop appropriate social policy and provide
these people with elementary basic needs.

One of the directions to which they rushed was Georgia. Accordingly, the internal situation of the coun-
try also changed significantly. In Georgia, as in European countries, there was no specific policy that would
be adapted to the flow of migrants. Nevertheless, it was soon possible to meet the primary needs at the
initial stage — Ukrainian refugees were accommodated in hotels, a number of Ukrainian sectors and schools
were created.

It should be noted that an unstable situation was created in Georgia as well, different political discours-
es emerged, this divided the opinion of the population about the Russia-Ukraine conflict and created two
different poles. Some of them had a strong fear of a renewal of the conflict with us, while others were con-
vinced of the absence of such a threat. As for the direct involvement of the public in the political process, it
was quite high, which was manifested by the carrying out of numerous activities supporting Ukraine, as well
as the formation of numerous volunteer organizations and the holding of mass demonstrations.

At the initial stage of the Russia-Ukraine war, the forecasts of our internal situation were different, later
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these attitudes changed significantly. The purpose of this article is to show the impact of the migration flow
resulting from the Russia-Ukraine conflict on the internal situation of Georgia and the existing frozen con-
flict, what are the attitudes of the population towards the migration flow and the general situation.

In order to prepare this article, a research was conducted to analyze the processes caused by the migra-
tion to Georgia and to understand this process from the Georgian, Ukrainian and Russian perspectives, as
well as to determine the interrelationship of all this with the conflicts in Georgia. Accordingly, the migration
flow, positively evaluated by the experts, turned out to be different for the Georgian respondents, both in
Thbilisi and in Batumi, since they evaluate the mentioned circumstance differently. In respondents’ opinion,
there is a very high demand for residential areas, which is why the prices, both for purchase and for rent,
have increased. The respondents also believe that the increase in prices for household items is also caused
by this.

It should be noted that some of the respondents believe that we may face another type of danger. At
the initial stage of the conflict, the population of Georgia was aggressive towards the Russian migrants,
that’s why there were many conflicts. They talked about some kind of disagreements that arose on cultural
grounds, which separated Russian migrants and Georgians from each other.

When talking with the respondents about internal threats, one very special phenomenon was highlight-
ed, several of them made the following type of assumptions — “What awaits Georgia”, “Will we be in the
same situation ?”, “Sooner or later this will happen to us too”. Based on this, | considered it necessary to in-
vestigate the mentioned attitudes and find out what impact the large migration flow has had on the existing
frozen conflicts in Georgia, how the population looks at all this and what expectations they have.

As a result of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, public opinion on the occupied territories of Georgia has
changed significantly. Despite the fact that the de facto authorities of Abkhazia and South Ossetia actively
support the Russian Federation as a strategic partner, there is still dissatisfaction among the population.

The ongoing conflict in Ukraine in Abkhazia was associated with many fears. The main dissatisfaction
was their conscription into the war. In social networks, the alienation between society and the de facto
government was clearly visible. Veterans’ meetings were organized here to discuss possible threats. One of
these was a cycle of discussions held on the territory of Abkhazia, where the challenges of modern Abkhazia
were discussed.

Unlike Abkhazia, the youth in Tskhinvali were recruited actively, many of whom even died. However, due
to the fact that the population in South Ossetia is numerically much smaller, it cannot influence the current
recruitment process.

While observing the social media, social networks, there was revealed big difference between attitudes
of people in the occupied territories of Georgia. Anti-Russian sentiments are active in Abkhazia, they look
negatively at the involvement in the war and perceive it as a demographic threat, and in the case of Tskhin-
vali, these attitudes were not so sharp, since the population there has a desire to join Russia, which is why
they want to gain goodwill in this way.

The experience and existing memory of the Russian-Georgian wars of 1992-1993 and 2008 left a certain
mark on the Georgian society and created a kind of fear that the Ukraine scenario could develop in Georgia
as well. During the conversation with the Georgian respondents, several circumstances were highlighted, in
their opinion, due to the flow of migrants, there will be manipulation and intimidation from the Russian side,
and they also believe that in the case of certain harassment, a war may be on the agenda.

During the interviews, they stated that both in Batumi and in Thilisi, due to the large migration flow,
there was uncertainty and fear, an unconscious feeling towards all of this. Currently, there is no similar
mood, because they do not see any danger.

As for the Russian and Ukrainian respondents, speaking with them, it is clear that they did not see the
danger of war when they arrived here. For them, Georgia was a safe and comfortable zone where they feel
good. As for having information about the conflict in Georgia, the Russian and Ukrainian respondents had
some information, although it was not exhaustive and complete so that they had the opportunity to draw
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any concrete conclusions. Based on this, they made general predictions for the future and talked about the
desire for peace. During the conducted research, attention was focused both on the conflicts of Georgia and
on the prospects of their future course. The available observations reveal the emotional stability of the pop-
ulation during the interview. Both Georgian citizens and newly arrived Ukrainians and Russians believe that
at this stage the resumption of frozen conflicts is unlikely. Here, more fear and nihilism are directed towards
the internal situation, ordinary people are much more concerned about existential problems and they eval-
uate all of this from this kind of prism.

As a result of observation and analysis of daily life, social networks and interviews, it becomes clear that
the migration flow was perceived by some of the respondents as reactionary at the initial stage. According to
them, this emotionality was due to uncertainty. However, it is important to say that neither after the migra-
tion flow in March nor now, has it caused any type of confrontations between specific groups of the society,
and hence, they still coexist peacefully.

CONCLUSION

Society is constantly in conflict to obtain limited resources, this is how Karl Marx built the first theory
of conflicts. All this is trending even today, in the modern world there is a struggle for resources and domi-
nance. We can also consider the Russia-Ukraine conflict in this kind of prism, where two sides are fighting to
gain some power.

If we evaluate the Russian-Ukrainian war in accordance with the theories of conflictology, it corresponds
to each of the seven fundamental principles identified by Wilson and Hanna: control of resources, incompat-
ibility of values, system differences, preferences, relations between parties, uncertainty in status, distribu-
tion of forces (Wilson & Hanna, 1990). In this case, Ukraine’s foreign policy and Russia’s security policy turned
out to be completely incompatible with each other, as a result of which we ended up with an armed conflict.
All this resulted in the biggest socio-humanitarian problems, with the active outflow of both Ukrainian and
Russian citizens. As already mentioned, Georgia was one of the countries that actively received the flow of
migrants.

The purpose of the research carried out within the mentioned article was to study the attitudes of the
population at different levels, both in Georgia, as well as in Ukraine and Russia. For this, several types of
observations were made, both of the moods at the internal level, and of the attitudes of the population of
the occupied territories through social networks. At the initial stage of the conflict, there was a sense of fear
on both sides of the dividing line, but today such a perception of the process is less common. On the basis
of in-depth interviews with the respondents, it was revealed that the primary emotional background has
somehow passed, due to which they now perceive the course of the war more rationally and with a cold
mind. Out of the 30 in-depth interviews conducted, this kind of emotional change was the trend in almost all
interviews. Therefore, it can be concluded that the fear of renewal of the existing conflicts on the territory of
Georgia is less likely today. Part of the population is more worried about internal socio-economic or cultural
threats.

The current migration flow does not have such a decisive influence on the frozen conflict situation in
Georgia as other political actions. In the case of our country, despite the moods and fears of the population,
there has not yet been any real danger of the renewal of conflicts and the opening of a second front. It is
clear that neither side actually has the resources for this, the conflict in our region can be facilitated by polit-
ical reasons completely independent of migration. Therefore, migration is valued as a process that needs to
be properly managed and managed in order to handle and regulate existing internal threats.
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